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'fOur Little Confederate
MEMPHIS, TENN., June 5..Thls

story was related by a Federal sol-
dier on October 6, 1880, and I thought
so much ot 11 that 1 have preserved lt
for twenty years.
Thlnklng the Southern boys of to-

day would be lnterested ln readlng of
the herolsm of the Confederate boys
of 1861 to 1865 who partlclpated ln the
great Clvll War, and who made the
most gallant and bravest soldlers ln
tlro army, I have wrltten the story,
and I trust that lt may bo read by
tho boys and the old soldlers, es-

peclally by those who partlclpated ln
that desporate and dlsastrous battle
at Malvern Hlll.
No doubt a few of them wlll be

hero enjoylng the reunlon. They well
remember the charge made on Malvern
Hlll, through the open fleld on the
Crews farm forty-sevcn years ago,
whlch resulted so dlsastrously to the
Confederate army that day.
Papers found on lhe llttle boy's per¬

son after death dlsclosed his ldentlty
as Henry Thorton.

W. J. BOOKER.

"OUR LITTLE COXFEDERATE."

The Boy Who Ilenched the FedcrnI
I.inr at Mnlvern Hlll.

When the Confederates came swarm-
Ing across the Crews farm to reach us
on Malvern Hlll, sald a Federal sol-
dier who partlclpated In thls desperate
battle, we know they were comlng to
d»'ath and defeat. We had been drlven
back from Chlckahomlny j|tep by step
and day by day. llKhtlng florce battles
at every rallying polnt, but thls wa.-

the end. Malvern Hlll, crowned wlth
troopi and bristltng wlth rannon, was

Impregnshlr. I was ponted on thf
polnt looking towards the Crews hotic.-
ln the dry bed of a creek. It was t

capital rlfle ptl. and we were packeil
ln there po thick that we scarcely ha<
olbow rnnm. As the l^Rions |n graj
fittHck<-«l our rapld flre, asslsted b;
the batterles above us, was enotiRh t<
demorallr.e th«> llnes wlthout the ln
f.-intry, higher up, flrlng a gun.
Magrudor must have been lnsani

that afternoon to send hls men ti
th»?|r death across that openlng ai
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he dld. We could see them come out
of the forest ln splendld formatlon,
and as they got the order to advance
thelr step was llke clockwork. There
wus a rneadow wlth hardly a stump ln
li stretchlng away before us for half
a mlle, and the Confederates hadn't
the sllghtest cover. Being so low
down we could see under the smoke,
and lt was enough to make your flesh
creep to see the havoc worked by our
shell before the llnes got wlthln mus-
ket range. The man on my left lald
down hls musket and prayed God that
the Confederates would go back and
thus put an end to the horrible work.
Then when they puBhed on and got
wlthln range there was a flame all
along our mlle Iront.flame after
flame.and not a Confederate got
wlthln a atone's throw.
The laat charge, made just at twl-

llght, was the most desperate of all.
The llnes started wlth a yell and
charged on the run, and though hun¬
dred* went down, other hundredg kept
on. Wa scattered and scorched and
wlthered them with our musketry flre,
<nd I flnaily heard them sound "re¬
treat." We sprang up, gave them a

last volley, and then dashed forward
a few rods wlth the bayonet. Out ol
the smoke and darkness suddenly ap¬
peared a figuro ln my front. There
was a whlz-z-z! and the butt of a

musket Just cleared my head anc
knoeked tho man on my left flat tc
the earth. I had my musket at a

charge, when a voice called out: "Hold
on, I surrender!"

I went forward and took hold ol
hlm. and who or what do you supposc
he suppose he was? A boy not yet flf¬
teen yenrs old, and as pale-faced, ai

! gentle-spoken as a glrl. More thar
that. he was wounded In the slde, It

j the leg and ln the head. We hac
'.tljem diiven back to stny, and our boy*
were cheerlng and yelllng, and I tool
the boy on my back and carrled hlrr
beyond the creek and Into our llnes
He must have boen sufferlng palnfullj
from hls wounds, but he never utter
ed a groan. I heaped two or threi
blankets togelher and made hlm ;

bi-'d. but I could get no one to do foi
hlm, There were dead and woundei
men almost wlthout number _aroun<! us, and that last desperate charg.

;| had hardly been drlven back befor
.j McClellan lssued hls orders to fal
.{ back to the rlver under cover of th
ij gunhoats. As my brlgade was neares

j to the Confederates we were the las
I tn move. and It was long after mld

.i nierht before we j?ot the word.
il Meanwhile I had lnspected the boy'
;! wounds and soothed hlm as best

could. It Waa plain that ho was fatally
hlt, and when he reallzcd thls ho
sald;
"I.I don't care for mysetf, hut

mothor.podr old motherI And sister
Mary.and littlo Jlm.lt wlll break
thoir hearts."
By and by ho fell Into a Bort of

stupor that lastod for a quarter of
an hour, Then he roused hlmsolf and
exclalmed*

"It was a, glorlous chargo! We knew
that we wero going to death, buti
never a man hung back.never a man
lost hlt? otop! Were thoy drlven back?"

"Yes."
"But we reached your llnes?"
"Yes, a few."
"And I was ono?"
"Yes, poor boy; never a ono came

nearer than you."
"That's grand! They sald I would

be afrald, but I waen't; I dldn't feel
It when I was hlt. We wero on the
doublo-qulck. I was cheerlng, Hurray!
Hurray! Hurray."
Half an hour later he was dead,

There were three of us bcndlng over
hlm when he suddenly sat up, walvcd
hls arm and sought to cheer agaln, but
tho blood choked hlm and ho fell back
dead.
Twenty long years after, one day ln

a Georgla farmhouse, I found hls
mothor, old, bent and gray, and llttle
Jlm, now grown to manhood, and hl«
sister Mary, now a woman, wlfe and
mother, They knew ho fell at Mal-
vern Hlll, but he had been burled
among the unknown, and how he dled
they know not.

Colonel Dahlgren'* IVherenho-t. Jn.t
Before HU llnld.

Referrlng to tho articles whloh ap¬
peared recently ln tho Confederate
Colurnn, In regard to Colonlal Ulrlc
Dahlgren's belng'a spy ln Rlchmond
shortly before the famous "Dahlgren
rald," General George W. Davls, of the
Unlted States Army, wrltes to us that
"as respects the whereabouts of Col¬
onel Dahlgren shortly before tho rald
I flnd that ln the fall and wlnter of
1883-1864 he spent severai weeks whlle
convalesclng from hls wound.loss of
hls foot.wlth hls father, Admlral
Dahlgren, who then commanded the
blockade off Charieston, S. C. Colonel
Dahlgren arrlved ln Washington from
Charieston on January 24, 1864, and
went down to the Rapldan to Joln
the army on February 18 fpllowlng.
Kllpatrlck, wlth Dahlgren, started on
the rald on February 28, so lf the
colonol was acting the spy In Rlch¬
mond and ln Hanover lt must have been
between February 18 and February 28.
Ho was In Washington all tho tlmo
between the date of hls arrlval there
from Charieston and the tlme he loft
to Joln tho army on the Rapldan."

It wlll be remembered that the edl¬
tor of the Confederate Column dld not
credlt the romantlc story when lt was
publlshed. R. W. H.

A Letter to Xetv York Evenlng Post,
l The followlng letter to the New
York Evenlng Post from our frlend,

t Colonel W. O. Skelton. has not yet ap¬
peared ln that paper. It does seem
remarkabld that a newspaper of the
Po'st's conceded abillty and lnfluence

ji should at thls late day be so narrow
and blgoted as t" speak of President

1 Davls as a "traltor and rebel." Thls
is an Indictment of tho entlre South¬
ern peoplo. who elected hlm as theli
representatlve, and Ib mallelously of-
fenslve and Insult.lng. .It ls absurdlj-
false and rionsenslcal to speak of "the
natlonal bellef that Jefferson Davls'j
cause was morally wrong." If tht

i[ South ls now a part of the nation.and
rjcprtalnly there has been no change lr
j, the sentlment of lts people on thli
¦j polnt.they arp as truly convlncer'

now that thelr cause was Just ant

rlghteous as when they took up armi
in lts defense. And thls bellef Is no
at all Inconslstent wlth thelr presen
reelthg of lovalty to the Unifed States
None but Idlots thTnk that mlgh

makes rlght. Carllsle sald: "Show
me the man you honor; I know by
tho symptom, better than by any other,
what klnd of man you youraelf are."
The south is contont that hlstory shall
declde the rlghteousness of lts cause
i»y tlie characters and Uvos ot the
opposlng leaders ln the great war of
1861-1S66. Let such Ephralms as Hol¬
llngsworth, of Ohlo, and the Evenlng
Post remain Jolned to thelr idols .Wo
may smlle, but do not questlon thelr
rlght R. W, H.
Here ls Colonel Skelton'a Letter.

.May 21.
Edltor Evenlng Post:

I read wlth interest your edl¬
torlai of May 21, and your concluslon
reminded me of a woman's letter.the
postscrlpt ls the most important part!
Why can't you learn hlstory and for-
get the bltterness of the Reconstruc-
tlon perlod? Why should you make a
spectacle of yourself ln thls enllght-
ened age by speaklng of President
Jefferson Davis as a "defeated traltor
and a rebet?" Are you a better con¬
stltutlonal lawyer than Chlef Justlce
Chase. who sustalned the demurrer to
the lndlctment agalnst President Davis
ln the Unlted States court here ln
1S67? v

If you wtll take the trouble to read
"Men and Moasures of a Half Cen¬
tury," by Hon. Hugh McCulloch, you
can see a full account of the reasons
whlch made President Andrew John¬
son and hls Cabinet afrald to appeal
thls case to the Supreme Court of tho
Unlted States. Why contlnue to be so

lnteBectually bllnd nnd Wgoted as not
to admlt, wlth all broad-minded and
^cultured people, that the South was

morally and constltutlonally rlght In
the War of Secesslon? That the North
was rlght from n mercenary and com¬
merclai standpoint you can find by
reference to the vlews of Hon. Henry
Cabot Lodge ln hls "Llfe of Danlel
Webstef," and hls 'comments on the
debate between Hayne and Webster.

Yours truly,
W. O.1 SKELTON.

Work of the Ordnance Bureau of the War
Department of the Confederate States,

1861.1865
By J. W. MALLET,

Ex-Lieutenant-Colonel of Artillery and Superlntendent of Confed¬
erate States* Ordnance Laboratories.

(Contlnued From Last Sunday.)
NUMBER TWO.

In 1861 the Southern States were al¬
most wholly occupled wlth agricultu¬
ral pursults, and thelr resources im-
medlately avallable ln the way of
manufacturlng establlshments were
poor Indeod. There wero two small
.private powder mllls In Tennessee, two
in South Carollna, one in North Caro¬
llna. and a llttle stamping mlll ln New
Orleans. There were but two flrst-class
foundries and machlne shops.tho
Tredegar Iron Works. at Rlchmond,
and the Leeds Foundry, at New Or¬
leans. The Iobs of the latter waa ono
of the sorest consequences of the falt
of that clty. Thero were severai falr-
ly respectable machlne shops of the
second class. There were woolen mllls,
in Vlrglnla, notably the Crenshaw
Mllls, at Richmond, and severai cotton
mllls, turnlng out coarse cloth, whlch,
however, proved of enormous value,
two of tho largest belng at Augusta
and Macon. There were twenty paper
mllls, for the most part small, of whlch
elght were ln North Carollna and flve
ln South Carollna. There -wereysmall
Iron furnaces and forges ln Vlrglnla,
North Carollna, Tennessee, Georgla and
Alabama, but the productlon of iron
by these was very meagre.

Thero had been recently establlsh-1
ed at Ducktown. Tenru, tho smeltlng
and rolllng of copper, though upon
no great scale, and eome lead was be¬
ing produced frora the ore of Wythe-
vlllo, Va. There -were, of course,
numerous carpenters* and blacksmlths*
shops, and thore wero a very moderato
number of tannerlea. Coal waa mlnod
chiefly in Vlrglnla, tha Cumberland
fleld of Tennessee, and ln Alabama,
and as yet upon no great scale. SkiU-
ed mochanios wore scarce, and of those
ln the country a good many had come

from Northerm States and returned
thither when actual hostilltles began.
As the war went on the nowly or¬

ganized arsenals and ordnanco shops,
in addltion to thelr taak of produclng
new munltlons of war, had to do an

lmmenso amount of work ln repalring
armB sont In from tho field and utlllz-
ing materlal captured or gleaned
from tho battleflelds. Arrangements
were made wlth tho fleld ordnanco of¬
flcers for the oollection of such ma¬

terlal, and very large lots of lead, shot
and Bholl, Infantry and artlllery am

munltlon, etc, wero thua secured. The
small arms from the flelds of tho
Seven Days' battles below Rlchmond
and tho second battlo of Hanassas,
and from the capture of Harper'B
Ferry by General Jackson *were, in
1862, of lmmenso value.
In tho Boramble of the early part

of tho war to obtaln at once arms

of some klnd, both at home ana abroad.
a most heterogoneous colloctlon was
gathered.. Thero wore ln tho hand*
of tho trc-ops Sprlngfleld and Enfteld

. mu.kets, Mlaslsatppr and Maynard rl-
lifle», Ha-l'a ana Shiwp'fi c_.rblne*i and

arms of English, German, Austrlan
and Belglan manufacture. of many
dlfferent calibres. I had at on* tlmo
samples of more than twenty patterns
of lnfantry weapons alone. Much the
same state ot thlngs exlsted as to
artlllery, both seacoast and fleld guns.
As an lllustratlon, I may mentlon that
when I Jolned General R. E. Rodes',
brlgade for fleld servlce, the battery
of Captaln (afterwards colonel) Thos.
H. Carter, whlch was attached to the
brlgade, had a scratch lot of guns con¬

slstlng of two smooth-bore six-pound-
er, onft twelve-pounder howltzer.
these (all of bronze.and one' three-
Inch Iron rlfle. As a natural conse-

quence, there was serlous trouble al
the arsenals and ln the fleld from con-
fuslon ln regard to ammunltlon.trou¬
ble whlch was made worse by th<
gauges ln use In the ordnance shops
whlch woro not very accurate and of-
ten dld not agree among themselves.
Thls fact prtmarlly led to my becom
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lng connected wlth the ordnanco corps.
I was ln the summer of 1862 servlng
most pleasantly as alde-de-camp on the
staff of Oeneral Rodes, whom I had
known well before the war. Another
frlend of hls was Colonel Brlscoe Bald-
wln,. chlef ordnanco offlcer on the staff
of General Lee, and who had been for
a whlle ln charge of the Rlchmond
araenal. Colonel Baldwln vlslted our
camp below Rlchmond at the tlme of
tbe battle of Seven Plnes, talked wlth
mo about tho state of the ordnanco
servlce, and asked me to go wlth hlm
to tho offlce ln Rlchmond of Colonel
Gorgas, who had expressed a wlsh to
seo me. The result of sevoral Inter-
vlews wlth hlm was. that I was, though
wlth a good ileal of reluctance, trans-
ferred to the Ordnance Corps, wlth a
commisslon as captaln of artlllery, and
ordered to at once endeavor to bring
order out of the confUBton that had
beon referred to. In August and Sep¬
tember I made a vislt to all the prlncl¬
pai ordnance establlshments, confcrred
wlth the chlef fleld ordnance ofllcers,
and drew up a report, wlth recommen-
datlons for rules to bo observed. whlch
was submitted to Colonel Gorgas, ap-
proved by hlm, and ordered to be prlnt-
ed and dlstrlbuted. Orders were aent
to Europe for a number of accurately
tested stee! gauges.
Under orders from Colonel Gorgas, 1

propared the plans and prellmlnary
drawlngs for the Central Ordnance
Laboratory, whlch has been already
mentloned. My lnstrucllons wore then
to make my headquarters at Macon,
reportlng directly to the chlef of ord¬
nance at Rlchmond; to .set about the
constructlon of the centra] laboratory,
and, wlth an asslstant offlcer and a mll¬
ltary storekeeper, to supervlse the
erectlon of tho bulldings and prepare
the speclflcatlons for th'- machinery;
but also to personally vislt at frequent
Intervals- all the lmportant arsennls.
the headquarters of the prlnclpai arm-

les ln the fleld and the chief fortlned
seaports, ln order to harmonlze and
Improve the work belng done, and by
reports to the chlef of ordnanco to

keep hlm informed of the relatlons of
tho dlfferent parts of the work. My
origlnai orders requlred that these vls-
lts should be made once a month to
each polnt, but lt wns qulte Impossl-
ble to Uterally accompllsh thls,' and I
was often dlrected speclflcally to go
to thls or that polnt where some par¬
ticular trouble had arlsen.
Thus I was several tlmes ordered to

go to Charleston durlng the height of
the slege In 1863 to look Into com-

plalnts as to the burnlng of time fuses
and Injury from dampness to ammu-
nltlon in' the bomb-proot magazlnes of
Fort Sumter and on Morrls and Sulll-
van's Islands. Some of the most strlk-
ing plctures of. tho war whlch my
memory preserves are of scenes beheld
durlng these vlslts, as, for Instanco,
the suffocatlng Interlor of the sand-
bag bomb-proofs of Battery Wagner.
on Morrls Island. and the assault of
thls work on the 18th of July. 1863:
the sklrmlshlng ln front of Rocky
Face Ridge ot General Johnston's army
ln May, 1864, at the openlng of the
campalgn from Dalton to Atlanta; and
the Army of Northern Virginia Just
after lt had taken posltlon ln front
of Petersburg ln July. 1864. after the
mr-morablo campalgn of the Wllder-
ness. when I saw for the last tlme
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my well and affectlonately remembered
ohlef, G-onerai Rodos, kllled tn tho fol¬
lowlng September at Wlnchoster.
Durlng the Civll War of 1861 the

armame'nt and warlike munlttons of
the world were very different from
and much slmpler than those of the
present day.
Armor-olad vessels and lorpedoes

had been experlmented wlth, gun-cot-
ton and nltroglycarln were known, but
not ln practlcal use, rlfled can-
non wero belng rapidly Improved
and brought Into sorvlce, but there
wero no "maohine guns" and there was
a« yet very llttle uso made of wator-
proof metallic cartridge cnses for small-
arms; tho maln rellance was on gun-
Powder as the only exploslve, muzzle-
loadlng artlllery and hand-rllles, paper
curtrldgos and separate percusslon
caps.
To produco on a largo scale even

such equlpment as thls involved ln
the Southern States, shut out jfromfree commerco wlth the rest of tho
world, most formidable difilcultles
arising from dearth ot materlals,. ma¬
chlnery and skilled labor. As rogards
the materlals for making gunpowder,
search was made for nltre earth, and
conslderable quantities wero obtalned
from caves ln Tennessee, Georgla and
North Alabama, ns also from old bulld-
Irps, ccllars, plantatlon quarters and
tobacco barns. Colonel I. M. St John
was, In 1862, glven separate chargo
of thls work. nnd developed lt syste-
maticallv on a large scale.
He also estnbllsned nrtlftclal "nltre

beds" at Columbla nnd Charieston. S.
C; Augusta and Savannah, Gn,: Selma
and MOblle, Ala., and elsewhere. The
end of the war had come before these
beds had becomo "rlpe" enough to bo
lenched. but lt was estlmated that by
that tlmo they already contalned some
threo or four mllllon pounds of salt-
petre. In fact. much the larger part
of tho nltre used at the Augusta pow¬
der mlll camo ln throiiph tho blocknde.
Sulphur was early secured. ns thero
were found at New Orlenns severai
hundred tons lntonded for use ln sugar-
maklng. For the thlrd Ingredlent o,f
powtler, namely oharcoal, rccourse wafhad chiefly to cottonwood (mainly
populus hoterophylla) from the banks
of tho Savannah River. It was
ahundant, and gavo an excellent pro¬
duct. t^-nrl was obtalned from the oro
fo Wythe county. Va., from the glean-
lngs ot the bnttleflelds. and qulto
largely from the collectton throughout
the country of wlndaw-welghts, lead-
plpe, cistern llnlngs, etc Small lead
smeltlng , works wero sot up at
Petersburg, Va., and under the dlrec-
tlon of Dr. Plggott, formerly of Baltl¬
more, not only was tho oro from
Wythe county and a few other polnts
reduced. but even some progress was
made ln dosllverlzntlon by tho Pattln-
son procoss. severai tona of enrlched
lead belng set nslde, whloh, however,
before, cupollatlon, had to be sent as
bullets to the fleld under one of tho
8v.dden urgent demands for ammunl-
tion. Much lead was also brought from
abroad through the blockade.
A moderato amount of sheot copper

was found at Cleveland, Tenn., pro-
duceti from the Ducktown ore, but
later recourse was had for making
percusslon caps and frlctlon prlmers
to the. turpentlno stllla scaJitered
through the plne forests of North
and South Carollna.

Rnally Important- results were pro¬
duced ln 1862 and 1863 ln the develop-
ment of the Iron orea of the country,
partlcularly ln Alabama, unconsclously
laylng the foundatlon for thls great
Industry as lt now oxists. The Nltre
and Mlnlng Bureau, under Colonel St
John, partly by lts own offlcers and
pnrtly through contractors, opened
mlnes, erected furnaces and rolling
mllls, and turned out larso quantities
of lroh of superlor quality. But be¬
fore thls work had got well undei
way much care was taken In the col-
lection of shot and shell and of serar
Iron of all klnds. Durlng the born-
bardment of Charieston, as a heavy
Parrott sholl camo down, the llttlo
street urchlns were to be seen ready
for a rush to clalm lt. or lts frag-
ments lf It burst, ln order to clalm
payment for tho Iron at tho arsenal.
Much lngenulty was shown by a few

skillcd mechanlcs ln constructlng wlth
but poor appllanoes speclal machlnery
for ordnance purposes, such as the
rolllng. punchlng and formlng of per-
cusston caps, the drawlng of the tubes
for frlctlon prlmers. the "squlrtlng"
of lead rod and maklng pressed bul-
lets, etc. Much-labor was spent, but
success never achleved ln drawlng the
coppor oyllnders for small arms cart-
rldgos, Careful search for tralned
moohanlcs was made throughout the
country and among the army ln the
fleld, and detalls for ordnance servlce
were made on proper ovidenoe of the
value of such servlce, great palns be¬
lng often necessary to prevent any
moro evaslon of mllltary duty, Some
attempts wero made to Import me¬
chanlcs from Europe, but wlth practl¬
cally no success. Every effort was
made to oonvert unskllled Into skilled
labor by the teachlng of the few who
wore already themselves tralned.
From tlme to tlme, undor stress of

necesslty, some poor makeshlft ma-
terlalshad to be substltuted for bet¬
ter ones.
At one tlmo, for Instance, the sup¬

ply ot nltrlc acld for maklng fulmlnato
for caps had been exhausted, and two
or threo mllllon caps had to he lssued
whlch wore charged with a mlxture of
potasslum chlorate and sulphur, These
dld falrly well lt kept dry, but soon
bocamo untruatworthy ln damp alr. so
that an extra number was lssued wlth
eaoh packet of oartrldges until the
use of fulmlnato could be resumed. ln
view of tho scarclty of leather, and
almost absolute lack of lndia rubber,
extensive use was made of heavy cot¬
ton cloth, for some purposes ln doublo
or quadruple thlcknosaes heavily stltch-
ed together. treated wlth one or moro
ooats of drylng oll, Sheets of such
cloth were lssued to the men In the
fleld for sleoplng on damp ground, and
belts, brldlo relns and cartrldge boxos
were made In whole or ln part of the
same material. Llnsoed all answered
best for maklng thls cloth, and much
was imported through the blockado,
but lt was eked out to some.oxtont by
flsh oll, it flshory belng eslabllsbed on
the Cape Fear Rtver to procure lt,
whlle the flsh wore ln part uttlized for
the food of PPQ''a\lX.BJ?L-.._.

(Concluded next Sunday.)
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The Goods With
theGuarantee

yo« _sr»oto
"You Know" TEA

"J. E. M." FLOUR
Yb« Know

Golden Crown Table Synip^
You Know

"Crown" Chewing Gum

You Know
"Gold" Pound Cake,J

You Know
"Hire's" Condensed Milk

You Know
"Red Cross" BLUE

You Know
"Rest" Washing Powder

You Know
"Brazil" Shred Cocoanut

You Know
The PURE FOOD LAWS

You Know
Our Guaranteed

You Now Know
What toBuy
You Certainly

Know
What to Eat
You Also Know
That if You Eat

Impure Food
You Will Die
And Then.

You Won't Know
Anything!

Kelley & Dudley
1009-1011-1013 EAST CARY ST.
RICHMOND, - VIRGINIA,

^kriiKY^^i)iini:ra
THC
GOODS1
WITH A
,eUARANT£E
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